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Vision
s
“SEATCA has
emerged as a
major catalyst for
advances made
in tobacco control
in the Southeast
Asian Region,
especially with
regard to
policy and
legislation.”

Towards a healthy, tobacco-free ASEAN

Mission
Working together to save lives by accelerating
effective implementation of the FCTC in ASEAN
countries

—Dr. Shigeru Omi, Regional
Director for the Western
Pacific Regional Office of the
World Health Organization, at
the presentation of the 2004
World No Tobacco Day Awards

Objectives
1

To form a supportive base for government and non-government
tobacco control workers in their efforts to promote the
implementation of effective evidence-based tobacco control
measures

2

To encourage greater cooperation between tobacco control
workers at national and regional levels and to act as a regional
leader on issues which affect all countries in the region

3

To facilitate information transfer and the sharing of experience
and knowledge, to organize capacity building exercises, and to
coordinate national and regional initiatives in tobacco control

4

To strengthen national tobacco control movements and to bring
Southeast Asian issues into the international tobacco control
arena
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WHO
are we

?

SEATCA (Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance)
is a multi-sectoral alliance that supports ASEAN
countries in developing and implementing
evidence-based tobacco control policies. It
responds to a grave need to fast-track tobacco
control policies in Southeast Asia.
Since its establishment in 2001, SEATCA has worked
collectively at the regional level to curb the tobacco
epidemic in Southeast Asia, progressively forging
partnerships and collaborating with various government
organizations (GOs), non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), universities and WHO in all ten ASEAN countries.
A principle of voluntary participation underpins all
SEATCA’s relationships and helps generate cross-sector
collaborations based on common tobacco control goals.
Through various regional and national forums, SEATCA
provides venues for partners to come together with a
common vision and learn from one another by sharing
information and experiences. In addition to its work in
the ASEAN region, SEATCA also fosters and strengthens its
network with international partners.

Multi-Sectoral Alliance
SEATCA is a unique network that
combines representation from various
Governments, Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs), research
institutions and WHO at national
and regional levels.

A unique feature of SEATCA is its regional core group
comprised of 15 representatives from governments,
WHO, and leading tobacco control NGOs from its seven
partner countries (Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam). It is SEATCA’s
collaboration with such individuals with different but
specific expertise, experience, and relationships with
policymakers and their sharing of perspectives and
updates on the tobacco control situation in their respective
countries that provides key insights for setting SEATCA’s
policy directions and priorities. These processes enable
SEATCA to strengthen tobacco control in each country.

SEATCA’s Programs
01 Southeast
Asia
Initiative on
Tobacco Tax
(SITT)
The Southeast Asia Initiative on Tobacco
Tax (SITT) is a five-year project on tobacco
tax policy. Focused on five Southeast Asian
countries: Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Philippines and Vietnam, and supported
by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
it aims to provide a framework, wellgrounded in research and analysis, for
improved tobacco taxation systems to
implement effective tax increases and to
allow sustainable funding mechanisms
for tobacco control in these countries
by 2014.
To achieve these objectives, SIT T
continually provides globally proven
evidence to encourage governments in
Southeast Asia to adopt more progressive
tobacco tax regimes that will decrease
smoking incidence while increasing
revenues that can further assist national
health promotion programs.
SITT also supports the development and
implementation of prominent pictorial
health warnings on tobacco product
packages in Indonesia through research
and technical assistance.
Lessons learned by SEATCA are also
disseminated to other existing and
emerging regional tobacco control
alliances in developing countries.
The SITT project is overseen by a Steering
Committee that draws on the expertise
of world-renowned local tobacco control
advocates, representatives from partner
universities and regional WHO leaders.

Asia Tobacco
02 Southeast
Industry Surveillance
and Monitoring (SIS)
Southeast Asia Tobacco Industry Surveillance and Monitoring (SIS) established in 2006
and later known as ASEAN Tobacco Industry Surveillance Network (ATISN), was initiated
by SEATCA in collaboration with the Clearinghouse for Tobacco Control, Universiti Sains
Malaysia. SIS conducts tobacco industry surveillance in seven ASEAN countries, namely,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam. The
Rockefeller Foundation and the Thai Health Promotion Foundation initially funded
the program and it is now supported by the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK).
The SIS emphasizes three key principles – Monitor, Alert and Counter (MAC), which
are integrated into countries regional advocacy packages. A comprehensive tobacco
industry surveillance toolkit has been developed. The toolkit introduces a webbased MAC approach including reporting system to compile and record up-to-date
information on tobacco industry activities at the national and regional levels. It aims to
provide evidence-based knowledge and models for advocacy campaigns, particularly
for countries with weak control on tobacco advertising, promotions and sponsorship.
Where such prohibitions are already in place in some countries, the tool helps to track
tobacco industry violations.
ATISN facilitates a regional monitoring network and strengthens the alert and response
system for countering actions. This also helps to develop advocacy actions and
recommend policy changes in advancing FCTC Article 13 in ASEAN countries.

03 Advocacy Fellowship
An advocacy fellowship program was initiated by SEATCA
in 2003. It empowers and trains a network of new and
existing tobacco control advocates in seven ASEAN
countries. Fellows are trained to carry out cost-effective
advocacy in media campaigning, countering tobacco
industry’s efforts in delaying, diluting, and undermining
strong tobacco control measures, engaging actively
with policymakers as well as advancing tobacco control
programs in each country.
Over the years, about 60 advocates have completed a one
year policy-driven advocacy project on various tobacco
control issues under the annual SEATCA Fellowship
Program. Most of the advocates remain active and some
of them have emerged to be strong advocates. They also
act as mentors to other local tobacco control advocates
while undertaking key roles in strengthening tobacco
control policies in their respective countries.

Media Officers
04 Regional
(RMOs) Network
SEATCA recognizes the vital role of mass media as a powerful tool for
health promotion and this has resulted in the formation of a Regional
Media Officers (RMOs) Network since 2007. It is composed of media
officers and communications specialists from the SEATCA partner
countries.
The network aims to strengthen knowledge sharing and communications
among media officers from the seven countries on various issues related
to tobacco control including lessons learned, best practices, and calling
for support for regional and bilateral media activities. A news monitoring
system has been developed to specifically support activities to respond
to industry tactics.
The network helps support all SEATCA’s programs at regional and country
levels. Sustained and systematic information dissemination to the press
via press briefings, workshops and media relations have led to increased
national and international media coverage.

the fullest implementation of
05 Towards
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
(FCTC)
Article 5.3 Protection of Tobacco
Control Measures from
Interference by the Tobacco
Industry
SEATCA, in partnership with the Framework Convention
Alliance (FCA) has initiated discussions on the
implementation of Article 5.3 with relevant stakeholders,
government officials and NGOs, particularly from
Philippines and Thailand. SEATCA provides continuing
support for the development of codes of conduct and other related policies in the two countries. It aims to share this
developmental process and its outcomes at the regional level. To effectively mobilize support and aid government officials to
facilitate understanding and to create more tangible steps in implementing FCTC Article 5.3, a simplified practical toolkit for
policy makers and advocates has been developed. The toolkit is to assist country partners and governments in the the region to
adopt measures to protect their health policies from tobacco industry interference.

Article 8
Protection from
Exposure to
Tobacco Smoke
SEATCA actively promotes
implementation of FCTC
Article 8 and other smokefree initiatives including
smoke-free cities, World
Heritage sites and smokefree sporting events in the
ASEAN countries.

Article 13 Tobacco Advertising,
Promotion and Sponsorship
SEATCA helps to strengthen the implementation
of FCTC Article 13 in the ASEAN region through
its ASEAN Tobacco Industry Surveillance Network
(ATISN). Evidences of tobacco industry tactics and
interference activities including emerging issues such
as cross border advertising are documented.
The Network is supported by the alert system, which
warns countries in the region as well as provides a
platform for regional and country teams to draw up
counter actions at the local, national, regional and
international levels.
Sharing lessons learned and challenges from
each country in the regional workshop helps to
reinforce collaboration between countries as well as
strengthening country teams’ capacity.
SEATCA continues to provide technical assistance and
evidence-based best practices to plug loopholes in
the current law in each country.

SEATCA is building close
partnerships with various
regional bodies such as
the ASEAN Secretariat,
United Nations, Alliance
for Healthy Cities, regional
and international sports
and other organizations to
engage them in a regional
smoke-free campaign.
Technical assistance is
provided to ASEAN countries
to facilitate and strengthen
their smoke-free regulations.

Article 11 Packaging and Labelling of
Tobacco Products
SEATCA provides technical assistance to support policy development,
implementation and compliance of FCTC Article 11 Guidelines in each
ASEAN country. SEATCA has established an image bank that provides
and facilitates easy access to copy-right free pictorial health warnings
from Brunei, Singapore, Thailand and other ASEAN countries. SEATCA
also works closely with international experts from Australia, Canada
and United Kingdom to exchange information and share experiences
in developing evidence and draft legislation on generic packaging.

06 SEATCA Research Program
SEATCA embarked on a Collaborative Funding Program for Tobacco Control
Research in mid-2002. It aimed to support partner countries in the ASEAN
region to conduct policy-relevant research in generating more local evidence for
advancing tobacco control policies in each country. SEATCA has strengthened
its research program through close collaboration with the Johns Hopkins (JHU)
Bloomberg School of Public Health and the International Tobacco Evidence
Network of the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), with initial funding support
from the Rockefeller Foundation and the Thai Health Promotion Foundation
(ThaiHealth). Local research teams have benefitted from on-going technical
assistance and close mentorship from international and regional experts, SEATCA
now has a sustainable network of local and regional researchers skilled in different
disciplines of tobacco control as well as a cadre of regional and international
research experts that support tobacco control advocates on the ground in the
region. A significant number of local research projects covering various tobacco
control issues were conducted and used for policy advocacy at country level.

Economy of Tobacco Control
07 Political
Research Project
In early 2007, SEATCA in collaboration with Duke University’s Terry Sanford Institute of Public Policy and American Cancer
Society initiated a research project on Political Economy of Tobacco Control in Southeast Asia. The research funded by the
Duke/NIH Fogarty, focuses on the political economy of tobacco in low and middle-income countries, specifically: Cambodia,
Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam, Lao PDR, Indonesia and the
Philippines. It examines the interrelationships between
political processes and economic variables that influence tobacco control policy. It also aims to: examine the
political economy of tobacco control and its impact on
health in Southeast Asia; support studies that situate the
impact of tobacco into the larger context of sustainable
development; build capacity and networking of researchers in Southeast Asia to enable a strong, local evidence base
for tobacco control; and to encourage effective translation
of research into policy.

SEATCA Resource Center
SEATCA established a ‘One-Stop Resource Center’, which produces and disseminates tobacco control news, activities, information
and related materials. The resource center provides access to a continuously updated collection of news and materials on various
issues related to tobacco control policy development in the region, research findings and best practices in line with the WHO
FCTC provisions.
These resources and database are available online at SEATCA’s website: www.seatca.org. It also serves as a virtual interactive
online platform where country partners can make requests for assistance.

Resource materials on various tobacco control policies available under the resource center include:
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Tobacco Industry Surveillance

www.seatca.org
Provides and facilitates access to
high-resolution and copyright-free
pictorial health warning images from
Brunei, Singapore, Thailand and other
ASEAN countries. Technical assistance
is provided to countries on issues
pertaining to development and the
implementation of pictorial health
warning policies. Sample cigarette
packs from the ASEAN region can be
requested for advocacy purposes.

Image bank of
copyright-free
pictorial health
warnings

Tobacco Control Law/Regulations in ASEAN
Brunei

Cambodia

Lao PDR

Indonesia
Malaysia
Myanmar
Philippines
Singapore

Tobacco Order, 2005
Tobacco (Prohibition In Certain Places) Notification, 2007
Tobacco (Labelling) Regulations, 2007
Sub-Decree on Printing Health Warning on Cigarette Packages
Circular on The Directive to Practice of No Smoking” in the Ground of Health Directions in All Over the
Country
Circular on Smoking Ban in Campuses of Militaries Entities Within the Royal Cambodian Arm Forces
Law on Tobacco Control
Regulation of Smoke Free of Luang Prabang World Heritage
Regulation of Vientiane Capital Provincial Governor: Implementation of Smoke Free Policy
Regulation of Champasak Provincial Governor: Implementation of Smoke-Free 8th National Games and
25th SEA Games
Peraturan Pemerintah Republik Indonesia: Nomor 19 Tahun 2003 Tentang Pengamanan Rokok Bagi
Kesehatan
Control Of Tobacco Product Regulations 2004; Control Of Tobacco Product (Amendment) Regulations 2008
The Control of Smoking and Consumption of Tobacco Product Law (The State Peace and Development
Council Law No 5/2006)
Republic Act No. 9211 (Tobacco Regulation Act 2003)
Smoking (Control Of Advertisements and Sale of Tobacco) (Labelling) (Amendment) Regulations 2006
Smoking (Control Of Advertisements And Sale of Tobacco) Act
Smoking (Prohibition In Certain Places) Act
Circular No: 12/2008 New Marking Requirement On Cigarette Sticks

Thailand

Thailand’s Tobacco Control Laws (Tobacco Products Control Act B.E. 2535 (1992) and Non-Smokers’ Health
Protection Act B.E. 2535 (1992))
Other related Directives and Notifications of the Ministry of Public Health are available in the SEATCA
Resource Center

Vietnam

Government Resolution on “National Tobacco Control Policy” 2000 – 2010 No.12/2000/NQ--‐CP
The Prime Minister Decision on the Ratification of the Plan for the Implementation of the Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control No: 1315/QĐ-TTg
Prime Minister Directive On Strengthening Tobacco Control Activities No: 12/2007/Ct-Ttg

SEATCA’s Strategy

As a non-bureaucratic regional tobacco control network, SEATCA has led the way to strengthen interactions and collaborations
among its partner countries in sharing expertise and interdependent resources as well as to diminish any duplication
effort. SEATCA therefore acts as a catalyst to ensure consolidation of information and resources across partner countries
considering that there is an imbalance in availability of resources and level of capacity to influence decision making in each
country. By working together, all resources can be coordinated to provide maximum access to sufficient resources to facilitate
the needs of each partner country to make a difference.
Emphasizing the power of knowledge and evidence, SEATCA works closely with its partner countries to identify existing
evidence, research gaps and information needs for each country. SEATCA involves various stakeholders including policy
makers in setting research priorities and generating policy-driven evidence-based research to meet a country’s needs.
SEATCA also encourages knowledge transfer and sharing among partner countries by organizing cluster regional meetings or workshops addressing different issues related to tobacco control policies. These provide a platform for multi-lateral
discussions among tobacco control advocates, health professionals, academics and policy makers from partner countries and
international experts. SEATCA continues to promote active participation from partner countries in meetings or workshops
by engaging them as resource persons to share insight of their country’s situation in relation to implementation of tobacco
control policies. A pool of resources, consisting of local, regional and international experts is identified according to their roles
and area of expertise in tobacco control which can be tapped for their skills and knowledge for mutual benefit, was formed.

SEATCA works closely with partners to identify and coordinate efforts on tobacco control
priorities in the ASEAN region. SEATCA promotes knowledge-sharing among countries
for effective, evidence-based tobacco control measures and regional cooperation
among its partners.

? How SEATCA Works
A strong feature of SEATCA’s
effectiveness is its practical,
non-bureaucratic working
style that focuses on strategic
activities leading to policy
development and
implementation. SEATCA
presents a working model for
tobacco control in developing
countries where it does not
promote a generic solution to
its partners but rather to work
collaboratively to find a bestfit solution in each country in
the alliance.

SEATCA is managed by a small team of staff with expertise in different disciplines.
They share collective norms and values that promote teamwork in pursuing the
organization’s goal to meet country partners’ needs.
SEATCA was built on voluntarily participation among different sectors and
agencies at country level where they share common norms and values in fighting
the tobacco menace. SEATCA has adopted a horizontal management style
through collective efforts, with its country partners planning and developing
strategies with the aim of strengthening tobacco control policies in each country.
Fundamentally, SEATCA embraces open, transparent and continuous
communication between staff and country partners.
SEATCA’s main philosophy in fostering relationships with partner countries is the
emphasis on local development to encourage greater involvement of local
communities. This promotes ownership of issues. SEATCA’s mode of operation
is process-oriented by mobilizing the community at country level. Consensus is
the key decision-making strategy employed in this sort of working environment.

TCA
A quote from a recent review of SEA
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is illustrative of the way they work:
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you the solution, they work with yo
(SEATCA Country Partner, 2007)

SEATCA’s collaborative activities with country partners in combating the tobacco epidemic has
progressively increased in recent years resulting in stronger tobacco control policies in each country.
Inevitably, SEATCA’s role has expanded and made it a core organization that provides technical and
other assistance and organizes regional activities to benefit its country partners.
By working with local partners, the alliance identifies and creates
opportunities for effective campaigns and interventions. SEATCA actively
promotes greater collaboration across the network at the country and
regional levels through regional workshops and meetings to mobilize
local NGOs as well as to generate a region-wide focus on tobacco control
issues. SEATCA’s experience is proof that local partners can bring
significant momentum to advance the regional tobacco control
movement and vice versa.

Since 2001, SEATCA’s programs have developed and
contributed to the advancement of the
tobacco control movement in
ASEAN.
Generating more local
evidence for advancing
tobacco control policy
through a collaborative
research program

Strengthening local capacity and
policy development through an
advocacy fellowship program and
national working groups

Creating regional momentum
through regional forums and
working directly with policy
makers in each country

Vision:
Towards a healthy,
tobacco-free ASEAN
Mission:
Working together
to save lives by
accelerating
effective
implementation of
the FCTC in ASEAN

Increasing the number and
capacity of tobacco control
workers in each country

Supporting progressive policy
development in each country
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