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Capacity Building on Mass Media to Counteract TI Interference in Lao PDR 
Dr. Maniphanh Vongphosy, Laos SIS focal point shared update on capacity building workshop on mass media to 
counteract tobacco industry interference in Lao PDR. From July to November 2012, almost 100 media officers 
working for radio channels, television channels and press media were identified and nominated to attend the 
workshop to learn how the tobacco industry interferes in tobacco control policy through media.  

In addition, the workshop specifically aimed to increase the 
media’s knowledge on TAPS decree implementation and how 
to monitor and counter the TI's interference. The meeting also 
provided TC information on 5 key articles of the FCTC. The 
media officers worked in groups to practice writing on TC key 
message and script which were presented to the meeting. 
Following the workshop Laos SIS focal points and 
SEATCA/SIS team will work more with mass media to update 
them with information on TC and involve them more actively 
to monitor and counter the TI’s tactic. 

For more information on the workshop, please email  
Dr. Maniphanh: maniphanh@seatca.org 

Monitoring TAPS via mobile phones 
in Malaysia 
Since July 2012, the Tobacco Control Unit, 
Ministry of Health is liaising with the MCMC 
(Malaysian Communications and Multimedia 
Commission) to address online promotions of 
tobacco based on SIS Focal Point report.  

In Malaysia, the TI has shifted its promotions to 
viral marketing, targeting young people. SIS focal 
point, Mr. Halilol Rahman reported he is 
conducting a survey among 2,000 university 
students to obtain information on promotions via 
mobile phone. The survey will form a useful 
source of information for counteraction against 
tobacco industry tactics. 

For more information about the project, please email Mr. 
Halilol: ha_lil2000@yahoo.com     

TIDTAG: New Campaign from Thailand  
With the collaboration with several 
partners, TIDTAG Campaign has been 
launched by ASH Thailand, targeting 
young people surfing social media. The 
objective of the campaign is to 
denormalize tobacco industry through 
new media, such as Info-Graphic, short 
film and comic. The campaign also aims 

to educate teenagers on the hazards of  tobacco products.  

TIDTAG stands for TID or Tobacco Industry Denormalization 
and TAG is a term used in Facebook when the user wants to 
share their data with others. Currently, TIDTAG team is 
developing action plan for implementing campaign activities for 
2013 which will be in line with 2013 World No Tobacco Day 
focusing on TAPS ban.  
 
For more information, please email Ms. Churunee: churunee@ashthailand.or.th  

Counteracting TAPS in the Philippines 

From June to December 
2012, SIS focal point from 
Health Justice coordinated 
with the Department of Health 
(DOH) to counter TAPS.  

The focal point was a 
resource person for several DOH workshops 
providing materials and technical assistance in 
developing DOH flyers or primer on TAPS. The 
focal point also helped to develop several 
template letters for tobacco control advocacy, 
including template letters to address TAPS 
violation, establishments that use tobacco-
branded products which can be disseminated to 
local government units to conduct advocacy.  

For more information, please email Atty. Irene Patricia 
Reyes: irenereyes10@gmail.com   

 SIS Update: ITGA, a front group, changes its tune 

The ITGA (International Tobacco Growers Association) a front 
group set up by transnational tobacco companies has been 
conducting a global campaign misleading the public. It has been 
claiming farmers have no alternatives to tobacco and they will be 
out of a job if governments implemented the FCTC. Its campaign 
seeks to undermine progress of the COP and the WHO.  
 

After governments at COP5 (Seoul, 12–17 Nov 2012) decided to 
continue work to implement Article 17 to assist farmers to shift to 
alternate crops, the ITGA has suddenly changed its tune. 
Overnight it is claiming, “For years we have been offering our vast 
experience and knowledge on the search for complementary and 
alternative crop”. This is an outright lie. The ITGA is now seeking 
endorsements from governments and the COP. Since it is funded 
by tobacco companies it is disqualified from the COP process and 
being a part of FCTC implementation under Article 5.3. In SE Asia 
the ITGA is active in the Philippines and Indonesia.     
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