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Vietnam: 40,000 Die From Smoking-Related Diseases Every Year 

December 1, Tuoi Tre Newspaper: Vietnam is one of 15 countries with the 
highest numbers of smokers in the world, and around 40,000 Vietnamese 
people die of smoking-caused diseases every year – or more than 100 
people per day.. According to the Ministry of Health, smokers spend 
around Vietnam VND22 trillion (US$1.03 billion) every year on cigarettes. 

The Office of the Program for Prevention and Control of Tobacco Harms, 
under the Vietnamese Health Ministry recently released the figures and 
emphasized that the death toll from smoking-related diseases in Vietnam 
may increase to 70,000 per year in 2030. Smoking is among the leading 

causes of mortality in men in Vietnam, with nearly 11 percent of the total deaths in men caused by smoking-related 
diseases. According to the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS) in 2010, 47.4 percent of men and 1.4 percent of 
women (aged 15 years and up) in Vietnam are smokers. This means that more than 15 million adults are smokers, 
said Dr Phan Thi Hai, Deputy Chief of the above program. In addition, 73.1 percent of adults in Vietnam are 
exposed to secondhand smoke at home, and 55.9 percent of adults are exposed to secondhand smoke at work. Full 
article: http://goo.gl/d5kIIZ  

ECLT – Steps Up PR On Child Labour After Expose in the USA  
 

US group, Human Rights Watch, in a May 2014 report found child tobacco workers on US farms are exposed to nicotine, 
toxic pesticides, extreme heat, and other dangers. The report exposed how most of the children interviewed reported 
nausea, vomiting, headaches, and dizziness – all symptoms of acute nicotine poisoning. Reynolds American, parent of 
R.J. Reynolds, the second-largest US tobacco company, does not even have a policy on child labor.  
 

Despite the rhetoric about addressing child labor in tobacco growing since 2002, the international tobacco industry front 
group, ECLT Foundation, has not reduced the problem. Children continue to be used in production of tobacco leaves as 
exposed by HRW. Since the expose in the US, the ECLT’s public relations machinery has started to spew more rhetoric 
on, “We can end it”. The tobacco industry has not set a deadline to end child labor in its business. 

Child labor in tobacco growing has been a perennial problem in South East Asia. Tobacco companies while hand out 
scholarships to children of tobacco growers but have not ended the problem. Meanwhile the industry continues to 
purchase leaves grown using child labor. COP6 approved FCTC Articles 17&18 Guidelines which contains a strong 
position on child labor- “should be opposed and if possible ended” and “efforts should be made to eliminate the exploitation 
of children.” Children are as those below 18 yrs. Ref: http://apps.who.int/gb/fctc/PDF/cop6/FCTC_COP6_12-en.pdf  

Cambodia: Tobacco Farmers Should Switch to 
Other Crops 

Cambodia December 16: Sluggish demand for tobacco 
grown by farmers in the Kampong Cham province has led to 
prices falling below the levels of 2013, according to a story 
in The Phnom Penh Post. This means the tobacco industry 
cannot promote tobacco using an economical argument. 

Chhay Vy, President of the Tobacco Farmers Association 
(TFA), said reduced demand from local companies and 
Vietnamese buyers for Cambodia-grown tobacco had 
resulted in prices falling from $1.80 per kg last year to $1.25 
per kg this year. “2014 was not a good year for tobacco 
farmers,” Vy said. 

Prices this year were below those of both 2011 and 2013 to 
levels where farmers have been unable to make a profit. 
Government officials have responded to Vy’s concerns by 
saying that tobacco farmers should change to other crops. 
This will be consistent with Article 17 of the WHO FCTC. 

Chheang Chay, Director of the Kampong Cham Provincial 
Department of Commerce said, “Tobacco is a sensitive 
product due to health issues. We cannot promote it like 
other agricultural product[s].”He said, “Farmers should plant 
other crops instead of tobacco because the smoking trend is 
becoming less popular and it is doubtful that it will again 
become popular.” (Ref: Tobacco Reporter) 

Indonesia: Tobacco Merchant 2
nd

 Richest 
Tycoon While Farmers Remain Poor 

December 4: Tobacco tycoon 
Susilo Wonowidjojo (photo) 
climbed to the No. 2 spot from No. 
4 in Forbes’ 40 Richest 
Indonesians in 2014. His net worth 
is $2.7 billion higher at $8 billion 
this year. While tobacco farmers 
remain poor, the stock price of his 

company, Gudang Garam has soared by almost 60% since 
the listing, compared to a 6% increase in the Jakarta 
Composite Index. Although clove output has declined and 
workers retrenched, investors in Gudang Garam have 
refocused on the bright prospects of machine-rolled 
cigarettes.  

The now wealthier Wonowidjojo shows the popularity of 
smoking has not declined much. Most of the 65 million 
smokers in Indonesia are poor people. This means the 
wealth made by tobacco barons in Indonesia is obtained at 
the expense of poor people being addicted. Tobacco is not 
a normal product and needs to be denormalized to protect 
public health. Young people who are more vulnerable need 
to be protected from becoming new smokers. Tobacco 
merchants who become richer and richer must be 
exposed. For more information on TI denormalization 
campaign, please email: worrawan@seatca.org 
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