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Cambodia: “Splendid Future” Through China’s Viniton Group is Unhealthy 
The No. 2 tobacco company in Cambodia, Viniton (Group) Co., Ltd. is an 
overseas joint venture between China Tobacco Guangdong Industrial Co., Ltd. 
and Asean International Co., Ltd. It began operations in 1994, now has 29% 
cigarette market share, and claims to have a “splendid future” in Cambodia. It has 
built a new plant operational in the second half of 2014. It will have 1st class 
production equipment, six units of high-speed wrapping equipment, and output of 
750,000 packs per shift, which will greatly enhance its manufacturing and 
production capacity. It will promote China’s "going global" strategies and provide 
the foundation for Chinese tobacco production and sales base in Southeast Asia.  

Viniton claims its “Angkor” brand is the “National Cigarette”.  While Cambodia has 
banned tobacco advertising and sponsorship in all media however it still allows 
small adverts (A4 size) at points-of-sale. Promotional girls were seen marketing 
directly to potential customers. A comprehensive ban on all forms of advertising 
promotions and sponsorship is much needed.  

For more information please email Ms. Phallin Yoeu; phallin@seatca.org 

Thailand: 13th National Conference Scrutinizes the Tobacco Industry      
July 28 – 30: "Raising Tobacco Taxes, Reduces Tobacco use and 
Death" was the theme of the 13th National Conference on Tobacco or 
Health. The three-day conference provided updates, information on 
the TC movement and current advocacy efforts in Thailand. Other hot 
issues such as 85% PHWs litigation and TI-CSR were also discussed 
to keep tabs on TI tactics.  

Mr. Jalal Ramelan, a CSR expert from Indonesia, explained how TI-
CSR is fake CSR because it does not adhere to the principles and 
core subjects of ISO 26000 (Social Responsibility). CSR experts have 
explained since the TI is a harmful and controversial industry, it is 
socially irresponsible, its CSR is fake and its marketing strategies are 

merely for good public image. The TI cannot pass the screening of all socially responsible investment (SRI) 
indexes. In 2007 it was considered the least responsible sector. The FCTC Articles 5.3 and 13 Guidelines 
recommends a ban on TI-CSR.  

For more information on TI-CSR, please email: worrawan@seatca.org   

Indonesia: BAT’s Key Target Market 

British American Tobacco (BAT)’s cigarette 
volume in the first six months of 2014 rose to 331 
billion sticks. In the Asia Pacific, volume 
increased by 4 percent to 104 billion. According 
to BAT, growth across the Asia Pacific was 
particularly strong with Indonesia, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan singled out as markets with 
"Excellent Performance" in the region 
(http://bit.ly/1sGV3J4).  

BAT's Dunhill, sales increased by about 5 
percent, with substantial increases in Indonesia, 
and other developing countries. Indonesia is 
targeted by BAT as a “key market” to build a 
stronger, sustainable business. BAT plans to 
continue growing its market share by increasing 
volume of other brands, such as Rothmans, Pall 
Mall and Dunhill, in these countries.  

ASEAN: Inter-Tabac Cancellation Gave Night 
mares to Tobacco Industry 

The organisers of Inter-Tabac Asia, i.e. the TI, was 
stressed and had sleepless nights in trying to organise 
the trade fair. They described the cancellation as 
regrettable, unavoidable and a humbling experience. 
They said a tobacco exhibition requires 10 times more 
scrutiny, vetting out and permissions than all other types 
of exhibitions. 

Well, they should know that the victims of tobacco and 
their families have far more sleepless nights and 
experience indescribable stress, pain, debilitation and 
disability. The victims actually die. The disease, suffering 
and death is avoidable, but it is regrettable that the TI 
insist on selling this harmful product and expanding its 
business in Asia. Unfortunately the 6 million deaths a year 
is not humbling enough for the TI to stop its predatory 
activities and harmful business. 
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