
 

 

 

 

Volume 61                  June 2015 

Indonesia: A young smoker dies painfully, teen smokers increasing 
Jakarta: Robby Indra Wahyuda, a 27-year-old photographer and singer in a band from East Kalimantan, 
died on 23 June from cancer of the larynx. Robby, a heavy smoker since elementary school, was diagnosed 
with cancer and underwent a series of surgeries to remove his larynx. He lost his voice, and his health 
deteriorated quickly after the surgery, which also left him with a gaping hole in his throat.  

He spent the final stage of his young life persuading smokers to quit and appealing 
to the government to regulate tobacco, and fight the scourge of Indonesia’s high 
smoking prevalence.  
Seventy percent of Indonesia’s smokers are young, between the ages of 16 and 
25 years and from the ‘lower middle class’, according to tobacco control expert Dr. 
Hasbullah Thabrani, as quoted in the Jakarta Post. 
He said that cigarette consumption in Indonesia increased 20 percent each year, 
causing negative impact on people’s health during their productive years. Although 
fewer woman smoke, the female smoking prevalence is increasing. The tobacco 

industry attacks any move to ban tobacco advertising. Indonesia is the only country in Asia where tobacco advertising is 
still allowed. 
Poor families spend about 10 percent of their income on tobacco. More poor and less educated men smoke. It is a 
scandal that the tobacco industry reaps big profits by addicting poor people. Substantial tax increase and banning 
tobacco advertising are effective in reducing tobacco use. 

Vietnam: Moving forward against smoking 

Hanoi: This year VINACOSH is stepping up anti-
smoking campaigns in poor and remote areas. During 
this year’s WNTD 2015 Associate professor Luong 
Ngoc Khue, the Director of VINACOSH and Medical 
Services Administration outlined what the campaign will 
address. The main activities are: 
• Several localities will receive financial and 

technological support to train health workers and 
social workers to actively engage in campaign 
activities to help smokers quit.  

• In many provinces and cities, “No-smoking” signs 
have increased in public places such as bus and 
railway stations, schools and hospitals. The public 
will be warned about penalties as well. 

A recent survey of youth aged 13-15 years carried out 
by the Ministry of Health (MOH) in 13 provinces and 
cities showed that the rate of smokers in 2014 had 
fallen by 3.3 percent compared to 2007. As many as 
90 percent of students said they intend to give up 
smoking and 70 percent said they have given up 
smoking successfully in 2014. 

Singapore: Government steps up tobacco control, 
PMI is screaming 

Singapore: Singapore has announced a ban on e-cigarettes 
which will come into effect on 15 December, making it the 
third country in the ASEAN region to do so, after Thailand 
and Cambodia. This ban will include smokeless cigars, 
cigarillos, dissolvable tobacco or nicotine products, or any 
substance containing tobacco or nicotine intended for use 
with an electronic nicotine delivery system. 

PMI is grumbling because it reports to have invested US$2 
billion in research of potentially reduced-risk products which 
it claims Singapore is not considering. The truth is Philip 
Morris continues to sell its harmful cancer causing regular 
cigarettes - selling US$30billion every year.  

If PMI is not happy with Singapore’s ban on e-cigarettes, 
surely that means Singapore has indeed made the right 
decision. Singapore has one of the lowest smoking 
prevalence in the world through its comprehensive tobacco 
control measures which includes cessation programmes. 

According to Euromonitor International, sales in the global e-
vapor category had nearly doubled between 2013 and 2014 
and reached US$6 billion. 

Philippines: Philip Morris launching new cheap brand to undermine price increase 

Manila: Since the tax reform in the Philippines, cigarette prices have gone up about 30 percent. This has helped reduce 
tobacco use but Philip Morris plans to undermine that tax increase by launching a new cheap cigarette brand - “Splash”. 
With a name like that and at only P2 per stick, it is bound to attract the young and the poor. 

According to the Philippine Institute for Development Studies about 40 percent of the poor smoke. This is the group that 
tobacco industry targets. Additionally the industry also needs to find replacement smokers from among the young to 
replace the 80,000 who die each year from tobacco related diseases. Children who have limited money many not be 
able to afford a whole pack, but at P2 per stick – that is affordable to school going children to experiment. 

Sari-sari stores which are immensely popular and easily accessible to the mass market, especially the poor, are the 
main outlets for purchase by the stick. The Philippines is yet to ban advertising at points of sale. Stick sales and ad bans 
at POS are already in place in Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. The Philippines should adopt these policies 
ASAP. 
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