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SEATCA (Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance) was established 
in 2001, as a multi-sectoral alliance to support tobacco control policy 
initiatives in ASEAN countries. A regional core group composed of 15 
representatives from government, World Health Organization (WHO), and 
leading tobacco control non-governmental organizations from Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam is 
SEATCA’s unique strength. This collaboration with different stakeholders 
helps set SEATCA’s policy directions and priorities.

SEATCA organizes regional and national forums in collaboration with 
national and international partners on strategic topics. Sharing of each 
country’s perspective and updates on tobacco control (TC) situation help 
strengthen tobacco control policies throughout the region.

About SEATCA 

 Objectives: 
•	 To form a supportive base for government and 

non-government tobacco control workers in their 
efforts to promote the implementation of effective 
evidence-based tobacco control measures

•	 To encourage greater cooperation between 
tobacco control workers at national and regional 
levels and to act as a regional leader on issues 
which affect all countries in the region 

•	 To facilitate information transfer and the sharing of 
experience and knowledge, to organize capacity 
building exercises, and to coordinate national and 
regional initiatives in tobacco control

•	 To strengthen national tobacco control movements 
and to bring Southeast Asian issues into the 
international tobacco control arena
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Mission 
Working together to save lives by accelerating effective 
implementation of the WHO FCTC in ASEAN

SEATC
A

  STRATEG
Y

 º Generating policy-driven 
evidence-based research

 º Promoting active participation  and  
knowledge sharing

 º Multi-lateral discussions

 º Capacity building and media advocacy

 º Customized technical assistance
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Policy Advocacy 
Towards the fullest implementation of World Health Organization 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC)

Protection from Tobacco 
Industry Interference 
•	 Mobilizing support and assisting 

governments to adopt more tangible 
steps in implementing Article 5.3.

•	 Providing support for the development 
and implementation of a code of conduct 
in ASEAN countries.

•	 Publishing a practical toolkit for policy 
makers and advocates to adopt measures 
to protect public health policies from 
tobacco industry interference.

Increased Tax Saves Lives: 
Southeast Asia Initiative on 
Tobacco Tax (SITT)
•	 Encouraging governments to adopt more 

progressive tobacco tax regimes to increase 
revenue and decrease tobacco consumption 
throughout the region. 

•	 Providing research and technical assistance 
for the development and implementation of 
prominent pictorial health warnings on tobacco 
product packages in Indonesia. 

•	 Engaging national, regional, and international 
tobacco control advocates, academics, 
government	officials	and	public	health	leaders.	

Establishing Sustainable Funding for 
Tobacco Control 
•	 Providing on-going technical assistance to ASEAN countries to 

establish a health promotion or tobacco control funding mechanism.
•	 Facilitating and coordinating study tours to Thailand, Singapore and 

Malaysia for ASEAN policymakers to increase their understanding 
of the different tobacco tax systems, cigarette smuggling controls 
and health promotion policies.

•	 Building close partnerships with Ministries of Finance, taxation, 
excise and custom departments, academes and other stakeholders 
to adopt sustainable funding using tobacco tax measures.
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Smoke-free 
Environments
•	 Promoting and supporting smoke-

free initiatives in ASEAN countries 
such as smoke-free cities and World 
Heritage sites. 

•	 Building close regional and international 
partnerships such as the ASEAN 
Secretariat, United Nations, Alliance 
for Healthy Cities and WHO to 
implement an ASEAN smoke-free 
and Blue Ribbon campaigns.  

•	 Providing technical assistance to 
facilitate and strengthen smoke-free 
regulations in ASEAN countries.

Banning TAPs 
(Tobacco Advertising, 
Promotion and Sponsorship)
•	 Established SEATCA Industry Surveillance (SIS) at 

country and regional levels focusing on four areas: 
direct advertising and promotion, points-of-sale (POS), 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) and social media.

•	 Implementing a Monitor, Alert and Counter (MAC) 
system to effectively monitor and counter tobacco 
industry (TI) tactics and activities in the region.

Packaging and Labeling 
of Tobacco Products
•	 Providing technical assistance to 

support policy development and 
implementation in compliance 
with FCTC Article 11 Guidelines 
in each ASEAN country. 

•	 Providing an image bank that 
facilitates easy access to copyright-
free pictorial health warnings from 
ASEAN countries. 

•	 Working closely with international 
experts from Australia, Canada 
and United Kingdom in developing 
evidence and draft legislation on 
generic packaging.
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SEATCA Research 
Program on 
Tobacco Control 

Providing technical 
assistance and mentorship to 
loca l research teams;  tapping 
international and regional experts 
to conduct TC policy-relevant 
research in the areas of tobacco 
advertising, impact of AFTA on 
TC, packaging and labelling, 
health care and social cost of 
smoking, second-hand smoke, 
tobacco tax, poverty and 
smuggling, tobacco farming, 
employment and impact of 
foreign direct investment (FDI)  
on tobacco use for policy 
advocacy at country level. 

Working in partnership 
with Duke University’s Terry 
Sanford Institute of Public 
Policy and American Cancer 
Society (2007 till present), Johns 
Hopkins University (JHU) and 
University of Illinois in Chicago 
(2001-2006).

Advocacy 
Fellowship

Established and empowering 
a network of TC advocates and 
lawyers in seven ASEAN countries. 

Training Fellows to carry out 
cost-effective media advocacy 
campaign, counter tobacco 
industry’s efforts to undermine TC 
and advancing national tobacco 
control programs.

Building local capacity with 
trained advocates who undertake 
key roles in TC development in 
their respective countries and also 
mentor other local TC advocates. 

Regional Media Officers 
(RMOs) Network

Strengthening knowledge sharing and 
communications	among	media	officers	on	various	
issues, lessons learned, best practices, and 
facilitating regional and bilateral media activities.

Supporting a news monitoring system to 
specifically	support	activities	responding	to	tobacco	
industry tactics.

Sustaining and disseminating information 
to	the	press	via	press	briefings,	workshops	and	
media relations leading to increased national and 
international media coverage.
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SEATCA established a ‘One-Stop Resource Center’, 
an online resource and database (www.seatca.org), which 
continuously produces and disseminates updated news 
and materials on various issues related to tobacco control 
policy	 development	 in	 the	 region,	 research	 findings	and	
best practices in line with the WHO FCTC provisions. It 
also serves as a virtual interactive online platform where 
country partners can make requests for assistance.

Image Bank of Copyright-free 
Pictorial Health Warnings (PHWs)

In collaboration with ASEAN Focal Points on Tobacco 
Control (AFPTC), SEATCA: 
•	 Provides technical assistance to countries on development 

and implementation of PHWs policies.
•	 Facilitates access to high-resolution and copyright-free 

PHW images from Brunei, Singapore, Thailand and other 
ASEAN countries.

•	 Provides sample cigarette packs from the ASEAN region 
for advocacy purposes.

Tobacco Tax Report Cards Country Report Cards 

Regional Summaries

Research Reports

Tobacco Industry 
Surveillance

Video Documentary

SEATCA Resource Center
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Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance (SEATCA)
Thakolsuk Place, Room 2B, 115 Thoddamri Road, 

Dusit, Bangkok 10300, Thailand 
Tel/Fax: +662 241 0082 | email: info@seatca.org

www.seatca.org
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