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DECISION
ON

MEASURES TO BAN IMPORT, DISTRIBUTION, SALE, ADVERTISING, USE, POSSESSION,
MANUFATURE, AND STRORAGE OF ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICES AND SUBSTANCES AND
SHISHA

In line with the Royal Government’s First Stage Pentagon Strategy to develop high-quality and
healthy human capital—individuals who are strong and active assets in advancing economic and
cultural values and fostering innovation to ensure long-term sustainable growth and socio-
economic development. The Royal Government has recently observed the widespread use of
electronic smoking devices, substances, and shisha, which has negatively affected public health,
social order, and the wellbeing of teachers and students. The use of these products has spread
among children and youth in the Kingdom of Cambodia, potentially serving as a gateway to the use
of other illegal drugs, since electronic cigarettes and heated tobacco products can also be used to
inhale such substances. Additionally, these products may lead to addiction to nicotine and increase
the likelihood of smoking traditional cigarettes, thereby contributing to a rise in non-communicable

diseases.

In order to prevent and address these problems in a timely manner, and to maintain social order as
well as protect public health, including the health of teachers and students, it is necessary for the

Royal Government to implement the following strict measures:

1. Prohibit the import, distribution, sale, advertising, use, possession, manufacture, and
storage of all types and forms of electronic smoking devices, substances, and shisha, by any

means.

2. The Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Economy and Finance, Ministry of Commerce, Ministry
of Information, and Ministry of Post and Telecommunications must enforce a strict
prohibition on the import, distribution, sale, advertising, use, possession, manufacture, and

storage of electronic smoking devices, related substances, and shisha.



The Ministry of Health shall issue guidelines and regulations to educate the public and
disseminate information on the harms of using electronic smoking devices, substances, and

shisha.

The Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sport shall issue guidelines and regulations to educate
and prevent the use of electronic smoking devices, substances, and shisha, and strictly
prohibit the use of these products within and around public and private educational
institutions, teacher training centers, dormitories, community learning centers, physical

exercise and sports training venues, and sports arenas.

All ministries, institutions, and sub-national administrations shall implement necessary
measures to disseminate information, educate the public, and prevent the import,
distribution, advertising, sale, and storage of electronic smoking devices, substances, and

shisha within their respective jurisdictions.

All ministries, institutions, and sub-national administrations shall strengthen and
consistently monitor the use of electronic smoking devices, substances, shisha, or any
related products among civil servants, police officials, military personnel, and contracted

staff under their supervision.

All ministries, institutions, and sub-national administrations must impose administrative
penalties on civil servants, police officials, military personnel, and contracted staff under
their supervision who use, or are affiliated with, electronic smoking devices, substances, or

shisha.

All ministries, institutions, and sub-national administrations with authority must take legal
measures in accordance with the law and proper ethical guidelines against any individuals
involved in distributing, selling, stockpiling, promoting, marketing, producing, and/or
importing electronic devices and chemical substances for smoking and shisha through any
means. They must be warned in writing, and the business registration certificate, license, or
permit for the operation of such business or services issued by the relevant ministry,
institution, or authority must be revoked or suspended, regardless of the type of business or

service.

All ministries, institutions, and sub-national administrations must take administrative
disciplinary measures against civil servants, national police officers, and military personnel,
as well as employees under their supervision, for the use of electronic devices and chemical
substances for smoking and Shisha or being involved with electronic devices and chemical

substances for smoking and Shisha.



All ministries, institutes, capital city and provincial administrations or relevant competent

authorities shall strictly and effectively implement this decision.
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