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SEATCA

Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance
Application of WHO FCTC Article 5.3 for the Organization

In alignment with WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) Article 5.3 (Protection of
public health policies with respect to tobacco control from commercial and other vested interests of the
tobacco industry), which is a general obligation of governments, SEATCA is committed to safeguarding
tobacco control initiatives and policies against tobacco industry interference. To that end, SEATCA does
not and will not partner with or receive funding from any organization or individual that represents or
promotes the interests of the tobacco and related industries (definition below).

This document serves as guidance for all current and potential SEATCA staff, consultants, sub-grantees
and partners to ensure stringent compliance with Article 5.3 in all aspects of SEATCA’s work and applies
to all non-governmental entities, both individuals and organizations.

Definition of tobacco and related industries
The tobacco and related industries include:

a. any tobacco, nicotine, tobacco product, and/or non-therapeutic nicotine product (including
devices) manufacturer, distributor, importer, or retailer.

b. any parent company, affiliate, branch, or subsidiary of a tobacco, nicotine, tobacco product, and/or
non-therapeutic nicotine product (including devices) manufacturer, distributor, importer, or retailer.

c. any individual or entity, such as but not limited to, an interest group, think tank, advocacy
organization, lawyer, law firm, scientist, lobbyist, public relations and/or advertising agency,
business, or foundation, that represents or works to promote the interests of the tobacco and
related industries.

General protocol to perform due diligence on unknown entities that reach out to SEATCA

When a SEATCA staff, consultant, or sub-grantee receives a request from unknown entities for
information or collaboration, the following actions should be taken to check for any possible association
with the tobacco and related industries.

1. For organizations — review the organization’s history, activities, public statements, partners, and
sources of funding; request the organization to disclose any conflict of interest or industry links.

2. For academics/scientists and other individuals — review the individual’s affiliations, research
portfolio, activities, public statements, partners, and sources of funding; request the individual to
disclose any conflict of interest or industry links.

3. For journalists and other media — review their portfolio of articles and/or other content; request the
journalist/media organization to disclose any conflict of interest or industry links; request for a list
of questions that can inform our decision to accept their request or not.

4. For all requests — notify the SEATCA team to check if anyone has knowledge about the entity.

Specific protocol to accept/reject or continue/end engagement with entities known and unknown
to SEATCA. This does not apply to governments and the media.

Issue SEATCA'’s Position/Response
1. Individuals/organizations that currently are ¢ SEATCA will not engage with these
funded, directly or indirectly, by the industry, individuals/organizations.
represent the industry, or collaborate with it. « SEATCA will not respond directly to any communications
from these individuals/organizations or their
representatives.
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Issue

SEATCA'’s Position/Response

e\When SEATCA is targeted by any such
individual/organization, SEATCA will issue a public
response, if necessary.

2. Individuals/organizations unaffiliated with
SEATCA that, regardless of funding, promote
the industry’s version of tobacco harm
reduction and/or participate in activities
funded by the industry other than for gathering
intelligence to support tobacco control and
denormalize the industry.

« SEATCA will not engage with individuals/organizations
that are industry allies.

« SEATCA may engage in a limited manner with
individuals/ organizations that, after due diligence is
done, appear to have been naively co-opted by the
industry. If they refuse to dissociate from the industry,
SEATCA will no longer engage with them.

3. Individuals/organizations that previously
received funding from, represented, or
collaborated with the industry but no longer do
So.

o SEATCA will engage/collaborate with the
individual/organization only if:

e Former industry employee: 10 years have passed
since end of employment.

e Individuals/organizations that had received funding or
other benefits (e.g. sponsorships) from the industry: 5
years have passed since reception of benefits.

e Individuals/organizations that received no benefits
from the industry but collaborated with it:
Individuals/organizations have now aligned their
policies/practices with Article 5.3.

4. An individual/organization that belongs to a
tobacco control alliance or coalition alongside
SEATCA that currently (1) knowingly
communicates/collaborates with the industry
without disclosure to the alliance/coalition, (2)
promotes the industry’s version of tobacco
harm reduction, and/or (3) violates a specific
policy position held by the alliance/coalition
(e.g. by partnering with an entity that operates
in direct conflict with the policy position).

 SEATCA will raise the issue and provide evidence about
the individual/organization in question to the
alliance/coalition. If the alliance/coalition does not take
action, SEATCA will take action to cease engagement
with the individual/organisation.

5. A SEATCA partner engages, knowingly or
not, with an individual/organization that is
currently receiving funds from the industry.

« SEATCA will request the partner to 1) terminate the
engagement in question and 2) publicise a policy, with
immediate effect, reflecting its commitment to Article 5.3,
including but not limited to on its website.

o If these steps are not taken, SEATCA will end its
relationship with the partner. If these steps are taken
immediately, SEATCA will continue its relationship with
the partner.

« If the partner continues to knowingly engage with an
individual/ organization receiving funds from the industry
and then terminates this engagement at a later date, it
will be subject to a cooling-off period of 5 years before
SEATCA will resume a partnership.

*World Health Organization guidelines for managing conflicts of interest:
1) Framework of Engagement with Non-health sector (FENSA) https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf files/wha69/a69 r10-en.pdf

2) WHO Guide for staff: “In actively managing institutional conflict of interest, WHO aims to avoid allowing the conflicting interests of
a non-State actor to exert, or be reasonably perceived to exert, undue influence over the Organization’s decision-making process
or to prevail over its interest. https:/iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/366748/WHO-CRE-DAN-2023.2-eng.pdf
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