
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Airports are critical gateways connecting people and cultures across the globe. As high-traffic hubs, they 

significantly influence public health, safety, and the overall travel experience. Ensuring a 100% smoke-free 

environment in all airports is not just a health imperative but a necessary and progressive step toward improving 

air quality, protecting the right to health of passengers and staff while enhancing their comfort and well-being, 

and committing to global public health standards. Smoke-free policies help eliminate exposure to harmful 

secondhand smoke and emissions from electronic smoking devices (ESD), creating cleaner, healthier spaces 

for everyone. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This brochure outlines the rationale, benefits, and strategies for implementing a comprehensive smoke-free 

airport policy, including the prohibition of the use of electronic cigarettes. It highlights the positive impact of such 

policies on airport operations, the environment, and tourism, while also addressing the benefits for individuals, 

who smoke conventional or electronic smoking products.  

To inspire action and demonstrate global momentum, we've included a Global List of the Busiest Smoke-free 

Airports, showcasing leading examples from around the world. These airports successfully implement 100% 

smoke-free environments, setting benchmarks for others to follow. 

 

"A healthy environment, including clean air, is a basic human right." 

                                              - United Nations Human Rights Council 
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Why we should make our airports 100% smoke-free 

Protecting Public Health 

● Parties to the WHO Framework Convention on 

Tobacco Control (FCTC) “recognize that scientific 

evidence has unequivocally established that exposure 

to tobacco smoke causes death, disease and 

disability” (Article 8).  

● The Implementing Guidelines for Article 8 of the WHO 

FCTC state that “there is no safe level of exposure to 

tobacco smoke” and that there is conclusive evidence 

that engineering approaches, such as ventilation, air 

filtration, and the use of designated smoking areas 

(with or without separate ventilation systems)  

do not protect against exposure to tobacco smoke. 

● Eliminates secondhand exposure to the toxic and cancer-causing chemicals in tobacco smoke and 

aerosols from electronic smoking devices, reducing risks of respiratory and cardiovascular diseases, 

cancer, and other diseases. 

● Protects vulnerable groups, including children, the elderly, and individuals with pre-existing health  

conditions. 

Enhancing the Passenger Experience 

● Eliminates smoky and foul-smelling air, improves indoor air quality, and provides a cleaner, healthier, 

and more welcoming environment for travelers. 

Strengthening Airport Operations 

● Eliminates setting up separate smoking/vaping areas, costly ventilation systems, and the maintenance 

and cleaning costs for these areas. 

● Protects airport staff from exposure to secondhand and thirdhand exposure to harmful chemicals.  

● Streamlines enforcement of non-smoking and non-vaping regulations. 

● Encourages healthier lifestyle choices among airport staff. 

● Frees up space for other uses instead of designated smoking areas. 

Reducing Environmental Impact 

● Reduces air pollution. 

● Prevents littering of cigarette butts and e-cigarette waste. 

● Lowers fire risks from discarded cigarettes and faulty e-cigarette batteries. 

Aligning with Global Standards 

● Supports compliance with WHO FCTC Article 8 for 100% smoke-free public spaces. 

● Aligns with international best practices and trends in smoke-free policies.\ 

 

Engineering approaches, such as ventilation, air filtration, and the use of designated smoking 

areas, do not protect against exposure to tobacco smoke. 

- Guidelines for Implementation of WHO FCTC Article 8 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Will a smoke/vape-free airport affect tourism? 

● Smoke-free airport policies have not been shown to cause any negative impact on tourism in any 

country. 

● Many travelers prefer smoke-free environments, especially families and health-conscious tourists. 

● Enhances a destination’s image as modern, clean, and health-oriented. 

How will this benefit smokers and users of e-cigarettes? 
● Provides support for those trying to quit smoking by reducing triggers. 

● Encourages healthier behaviors and raises awareness of associated health risks. 

 
Implementation Strategy 
 
Policy Adoption and Legislation 

● Enact/amend national regulations to mandate 100% smoke-free/vape-free indoor areas in airports. 

● Prohibit indoor smoking and vaping lounges. 

 

Infrastructure and Signage Adjustments 

● Remove indoor smoking/vaping areas; install clear   

"No Smoking" and "No Vaping" signs. 

● If necessary, designate outdoor smoking areas at least 20 meters from 

entrances/exits and passageways. 

  

Public Awareness and Communication 

● Launch campaigns to educate travelers on smoke-free policies. 

● Partner with airlines, tourism agencies, and airport staff for consistent messaging. 

 

Enforcement and Compliance Mechanisms 

● Train airport personnel to enforce policies effectively. 

● Implement penalties for non-compliance and establish reporting mechanisms. 

 
Monitoring and Evaluation 

● Conduct regular assessments to ensure compliance. 

● Gather feedback from passengers and staff for continuous improvement. 
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Promoting Smoke-free Travel: A Global List of the Busiest Smoke-free Airports 
(Based on the top 100 busiest airports list according to Flightsfrom.com as of December 2024) 

 

No.  City/Country  Name of Airport  Remarks 

1  Chicago 
(USA)  

Chicago O'Hare 
International  Airport 

Completely smokefree indoors and e cigarette use is 
not permitted indoors. Designated smoking areas 
are located  outside of terminals 

2 Atlanta (USA)  Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport 

Completely smokefree indoors and e cigarette use is 
not permitted indoors.  Designated smoking areas 
are located  outside of terminals at least 25 
feet  away from the Terminal entrance. 

3 Dallas (USA)  Dallas/Ft. Worth 
International  Airport 

Completely smokefree indoors.  Designated 
smoking areas are located  outside of terminals. 

4 Shanghai 
(China)  

Shanghai Pudong 
International  Airport 

All indoor smoking rooms in Shanghai  Pudong 
International Airport were  closed permanently since 
Oct 31,  2016. 

5 Denver (USA)  Denver International Airport  A non-smoking facility 

6 Charlotte 
(USA)  

Charlotte Douglas 
International  Airport 

This is a smoke-free facility, and it does  not have any 
smoking lounges. Smoking is allowed outside,  100-
feet away from the airport. 

7  Beijing 
(China)  

Beijing Capital 
International  Airport 

Smoking rooms were removed since  2015 

8  Shenzhen 
(China)  

Shenzhen Bao'an 
International  Airport 

Completely smoke-free 

9 Chengdu 
(China)  

Chengdu Shuangliu   

International Airport 

No smoking facility 

10 London (UK):  London Heathrow Airport  Smoking and vaping are permitted in designated 
areas outside the terminal  building. Once you have 
gone through  security you will not be able to 
smoke  or vape anywhere on the premises. 

11 Los Angeles 
(USA)  

Los Angeles International  Completely smokefree indoors and e cigarette use 
is not permitted indoors. 

12 Bangkok 
(Thailand)  

Suvarnabhumi Airport  The first busiest international airport  to ban 
smoking indoors in ASEAN including the domestic 
airport. 

13 Amsterdam 
(Netherlands)  

Amsterdam Airport Schiphol  This is strictly a smoke-free facility 

14 Peking 
(China)  

Beijing Daxing 
International  Airport 

Smoking is not allowed inside the terminal. 

15 Houston 
(USA)  

George Bush 
Intercontinental  Airport 

Completely smokefree indoors.  Designated 
smoking areas are located outside of terminals at 
least 25 feet  away from entrances. 

16 Miami (USA):  Miami International Airport  There are no smoking areas past  security 
checkpoint. Smoking is  permitted only in designated 
curbside  areas on the first and second 
level,  across the street from the terminal. 

17 Phoenix 
(USA):  

Phoenix Sky Harbor   

International Airport 

This is a smoke free airport. Smoking  and the use 
of e-cigarettes should be  done within the 
designated smoking  areas outside the terminal. 



5  

 

18  Newark (USA)  Newark Liberty 
International  Airport 

Completely smoke-free indoors and e cigarette use 
is not permitted indoors.  Designated smoking areas 
are located  outside of terminals. 

19  New York 
(USA)  

John F. Kennedy 
International  Airport 

Pursuant to the New York City law, smoking 
cigarettes, including  electronic cigarettes (e-
cigarettes)  indoors is illegal. Smoking is prohibited  in 
Terminal 4 and aeronautical Operations Areas. 
Smoking is permitted only in designated 
areas  immediately outside Terminal 4  (Arrival and 
Departure level). 

20  Bogota 
(Colombia)  

El Dorado International Airport  There are no designated smoking  areas in the 
airport, as required by  Article 19 of Law 1335 of 
2009, where  it is unlawful to smoke in closed, semi 
closed or open air spaces within an  establishment, 
even with the installation of air extractors.) 

21 New York 
(USA)  

Laguardia Airport  This is a smoke-free airport. Use of electronic 
cigarettes are not allowed. 

22 Toronto 
(Canada)  

Lester B. Pearson 
International  Airport 

Smoke-free and vape-free environment inside the 
terminal  buildings. 

23 Orlando 
(USA)  

Orlando International Airport  As of July 1, 2003, in accordance with  State law, 
Orlando International  Airport is a non-smoking 
facility. 

24 Shanghai 
(China)  

Shanghai Hongqiao   

International Airport 

All indoor smoking rooms in Shanghai  Hongqiao 
International Airport (SHA)  were closed permanently 
since Oct 31,  2016. 

25 Sydney 
(Australia)  

Sydney Kingsford Smith 
Airport  

Smoking is not permitted inside the  airport 
terminals. To accommodate  smokers, designated 
smoking areas  are provided outside the 
terminals.) 

26 Boston (USA):  Logan International Airport  Completely smoke-free indoors. Designated 
smoking areas are located  outside of terminals. 

27 Seattle (USA)  Seattle-Tacoma 
International  Airport 

A non-smoking facility 

28 Washington 
(USA):  

Ronald Reagan 
Washington  National 

Airport 

Smoking is permitted outside the  Terminal 
buildings at least 10 feet  from the entrance 
doors unless  otherwise marked. Ashtrays 
are  provided outside the entrances. 

29 San Francisco 
(USA)  

San Francisco 
International  Airport 

Smoking is permitted only in the  designated 
smoking areas outside of  the terminal buildings. 
Smoking is not  permitted within 20 feet of 
main  entrances, exits, and operable   

windows of airport buildings. 

30 Bangkok 
(Thailand)  

Don Mueang 
International  Airport 

100% Smoke-free Airport 

31 Melbourne 
(Australia)  

Tullamarine Airport  No smoking in all airside areas.  Smoking is also 
prohibited in the  following landside areas: all 
areas  designated as ‘no smoking’ by  signage, 
enclosed workspaces,  Melbourne Airport 
controlled  buildings, adjacent to building  access 
points such as doorways and  windows, within 10 
meters of air  conditioning intake vents and 
ducts,  APAM vehicles, and undercover car  parking 
areas. 
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32 Mexico City 
(Mexico)  

Benito Juarez 
International  Airport 

100% smoke-free indoors 

33 Detroit (USA)  Detroit Metropolitan Airport  100% smoke-free indoors 

34 Minneapolis 
(USA)  

Minneapolis-St Paul   

International Airport 

All smoking, including the use of  electronic 
cigarettes, must take place  outdoors. 

35  Sao Paolo 
(Brazil)  

São Paulo/Guarulhos–  

Governador André 
Franco  Montoro 

International Airport 

Smoking is allowed only outside the  main terminal 
building in officially  designated areas. 

36 Fort 
Laurderdale 

(USA)  

Ft. Lauderdale-Hollywood   

International Airport 

Completely smoke-free indoors 

37 Qingdao 
(China)  

Qingdao Jiaodong 
International  Airport 

No smoking facilities inside the  airport. 

38 Harbin (China)  Harbin Taiping 
International  Airport 

No smoking facilities inside the  airport. 

39  Vancouver 
(Canada)  

Vancouver International 
Airport  

Smoke-free environment inside the  buildings. 

40 Washington 
(USA)  

Dulles International Airport  100% smoke-free 

41  Salt Lake City 
(USA)  

Salt Lake City 
International  Airport 

Smoking and vaping (or e-cigarettes)  are permitted 
only in designated areas  outside the terminal. 

42 Philadelphia 
(USA)  

Philadelphia International   

Airport 

There are no designated smoking  areas in the 
airport terminal concourse, gate areas, bars, or 
restaurants. 

43 Sao Paolo 
(Brazil)  

São Paulo/Congonhas–  

Deputado Freitas Nobre 
Airport 

It is against the Brazilian federal law to  smoke inside 
an enclosed public space  such as the airport. 

44  Cheju (South 
Korea)  

Jeju International Airport  As of June 2018, Jeju International  Airport in 
South Korea closed its  indoor smoking lounges in 
both the  domestic and international terminals. 
Consequently, smoking is  only permitted in 
designated areas  outside the terminal buildings.) 

This list is based on official airport policies, national tobacco control regulations, and publicly available data. Information on airports in 
the United States was obtained from the American Nonsmokers’ Rights Foundation (https://no-smoke.org/). While every effort has 
been made to ensure accuracy, policies may change, and travelers are encouraged to verify the information with the respective 
airports. 

 

Prepared by Dr Domilyn Villarreiz, Smoke-free Program Manager, Southeast Asia Tobacco Control  Alliance (SEATCA) in January 
2025.  

 
About SEATCA 
SEATCA is a multi-sectoral non-governmental alliance promoting health and saving lives by assisting ASEAN countries to accelerate 

and effectively implement the tobacco control measures contained in the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). 

SEATCA is an accredited ASEAN entity and an official Observer to the WHO FCTC Conference of Parties. WHO bestowed on SEATCA 

the World No Tobacco Day Award in 2004 and the WHO Director-General’s Special Recognition Award in 2014.  

https://no-smoke.org/
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