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April – June 2022 

SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE ASEAN REGION:  

 

Thailand firm on its vape ban  

Despite strong pressure from the industry to allow Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems 

(ENDS) and Heated Tobacco Products (HTPs) in the country, the Thai government stayed 

firm in continuing the ban of these novel tobacco products. The ban on ENDS and HTPs in 

Thailand has been in place since 2014.  

 

During the past few months, vaping groups have pushed for the reversal of the prohibition on 

ENDS and HTPs. There were many news reports, even discussing the possible regulatory 

shift for Thailand at a Philippine media conference by the Coalition of Asia Pacific Tobacco 

Harm Reduction Advocates (CAPHRA).  

 

However, the government announced rejecting the initiative to legalize and regulate nicotine 

products and that the ban on ENDS and HTPs will remain. Health Minister Kiattipoom 

Wongrachit stated that the ban is an important measure for the protection of children from 

addiction and it will help protect non-smokers from health hazards caused by ENDS and other 

tobacco-related products.  

 

Stricter enforcement of ENDS ban in Cambodia 

The Prime Minister of Cambodia has expressed his full support of the implementation of the 

ban on ENDS and HTPs. The policy was issued by the National Authority for Combatting 

Drugs last March 2021. 

 

Complementary to this, the Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports (MoEYS) also issued a 

directive to strictly enforce the ban and protect the youth. The MoEYS also reminded that they 

prohibit partnership with tobacco manufacturers. 

 

Cambodia Movement for Health (CMH) is supporting the ban and has been helping the 

government in monitoring the violations. The organization has been sending information to the 

authorities to assist them in enforcing the policy.  

 

The authorities have been acting on the complaints and have apprehended violators and 

sharing these efforts on websites and social media to raise awareness. The General 

Commission of the National Police has ordered the police force to work with local authorities 

to enforce the ban on ENDS and HTP.  

 

Philippine Supreme Court affirms authority of FDA over tobacco products 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/2241743/the-march-towards-legalisation
https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/19/thailand-ready-to-legalize-smoke-free-products-like-the-philippines/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/05/19/thailand-ready-to-legalize-smoke-free-products-like-the-philippines/
https://www.nationthailand.com/in-focus/40013934
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50828739/cambodia-bans-e-cigarettes/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50828739/cambodia-bans-e-cigarettes/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501099951/educational-institutions-join-in-fight-against-e-cigarettes-shisha-pipes/?__cf_chl_tk=JlFXZ9qvF272FlMzlLNd_zab223fxfUGXV003eI7INE-1656163460-0-gaNycGzNCH0
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The Supreme Court of the Philippines has confirmed that authority of the Department of Health 

and the Food and Drug Authority to regulate tobacco products.  

In 2011, the tobacco industry, through the Philippines Tobacco Institute (PTI), filed a case to 

reject the regulatory authority of the FDA and the DOH and prevent these national agencies 

from including provisions on tobacco control in the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) 

of the FDA Act of 2009 or Republic Act No. 9711.  

 

PTI argued that the Inter-Agency Committee on Tobacco (IACT) has the exclusive authority 

to regulate tobacco products. PTI, an organization composed of tobacco companies, is a 

member of the IAC-T, which is tasked to administer and implement the Tobacco Regulation 

Act (Republic Act 9211). FDA and DOH countered that the DOH retains full jurisdiction in the 

field of health and, consequently, in the regulation of all products that affect health, including 

tobacco products.  

 

In upholding the validity of the IRR, the Supreme Court ruled that tobacco is a “health product” 

within the definition under the FDA law because of its harmful effects on health and its 

regulation is within the ambit of the FDA’s authority. The decision further recognized that the 

WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) is part of national law of the country, 

and the commitments therein must be considered in the exercise of regulatory authority by the 

Department of Health.  

 

 

WHAT IS THE TOBACCO/VAPING INDUSTRY UP TO IN THE REGION? 

1. Spreading misinformation in the media 

Several articles were published in the Philippines which promote e-cigarettes and heated 

tobacco products and its role in providing less harmful alternatives to smoking. These articles 

quoted Prof. Peter Hajek, Prof. David Sweanor, and Prof. Gerry Stimson.   

Prof. Hajek has been cited in the State of Vaping Nation developed by the All-Party 

Parliamentary Group (APPG) for Vaping in the UK. The APPG has been criticized for receiving 

fund from the UK Vaping Industry Association (UKVIA). From 2016 to 2020, UKVIA is the 

Secretariat of APPG.1 Prof. Sweanor is known to be an advocate for e-cigarette use and 

actively participates in tobacco industry-sponsored Global Tobacco and Nicotine Forum. 

Lastly, Prof. Stimson is the founder and Director of Knowledge Action Change and has been 

a board member of the New Nicotine Alliance. Knowledge Action Change is funded by the 

Foundation for a Smoke Free World, which is solely funded by Philip Morris International 

(PMI).2  

The Coalition of Asia Pacific Tobacco Harm Reduction Advocates (CAPHRA) continues to 
disseminate misleading information. In the Philippines, it criticized youth advocates’ initiative 
against the Vape Bill as foreign interference and driven by the Bloomberg Philanthropies. 
 

 
1 TobaccoTactics, All-Party Parliamentary Group for Vaping. Available at 
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/all-party-parliamentary-group-appg-for-vaping-e-cigarettes/ 
 
2 TobaccoTactics, Gerry Stimson. Available at  https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/gerry-stimson/ 
 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/90205/tobacco-foes-mark-victory-for-health
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/834704/supreme-court-affirms-fda-jurisdiction-over-cigarettes-tobacco-products/story/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1620283/nicotine-does-not-kill-plays-a-significant-role-to-address-smoking-epidemic
https://malaya.com.ph/news_living/intl-health-experts-denounce-misinformation-about-nicotine/
https://malaya.com.ph/news_living/intl-health-experts-denounce-misinformation-about-nicotine/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/all-party-parliamentary-group-appg-for-vaping-e-cigarettes/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/all-party-parliamentary-group-appg-for-vaping-e-cigarettes/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/global-tobacco-and-nicotine-forum/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/gerry-stimson/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/gerry-stimson/
https://www.vapingpost.com/2022/03/23/survey-9-of-10-philippines-smokers-support-tobacco-harm-reduction/
https://www.vapingpost.com/2022/03/23/survey-9-of-10-philippines-smokers-support-tobacco-harm-reduction/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/all-party-parliamentary-group-appg-for-vaping-e-cigarettes/
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CAPHRA also criticized the new document by the Australia National Health and Medical 
Research Council statement on Electronic Cigarettes calling it a “complete joke” and that it 
contains “false claims.” The document stated that e-cigarettes are not proven safe and 
effective smoking cessation aids and it was more common for smokers to become dual users 
than quit if they use e-cigarettes.  
 
CAPHRA is a member of the International Network of Nicotine Consumer Organizations 
(INNCO), an international network promoting ENDS/HTPs which also received a grant from 
the Foundation for a Smoke-Free World. 
 

 

2. Targeting the Malaysia GEG proposal 

Early this year, Malaysia announced a proposal to protect the younger generation from 

tobacco and other related products, aptly called the Generational End Game (GEG) policy. 

The proposal, through the Tobacco and Smoking Control bill, aims to prohibit those born in 

2005 and after from smoking, buying, or possessing any type of smoking product, including 

electronic cigarettes and vape products. It is set to be tabled in Parliament this July.  

Vaping groups have criticized the policy for including ENDS/HTPs in the ban and responded 

by pushing the government to utilize vaping as a smoking cessation tool to complement the 

GEG policy and by promoting vaping as less harmful and effective means to help smokers 

quit. A recent opinion poll by the Kantar group claims that nearly half of Malaysian smokers 

chose vaping to reduce tobacco use. While the Kantar group did not disclose the funder of the 

opinion poll, major transnational tobacco companies are among the clients of the Kantar 

Group. 

Meanwhile tobacco control advocates have expressed their full support for the GEG. The 

focus is on parliamentarians to support the bill to protect minors and to review the arguments 

of those opposed the bill.  

Health Minister Khairy Jamaluddin stated that the GEG policy aims to bring down the 

prevalence to less than 5% by 2040 and to reduce the premature deaths, chronic diseases 

and treatment costs due to tobacco-related diseases that the government has to shoulder. 

 

For more information, contact: info@seatca.org 

 

https://www.smokefreeworld.org/awarded-grants/?_sf_s=INNCO
https://www.smokefreeworld.org/awarded-grants/?_sf_s=INNCO
https://focusmalaysia.my/infeasible-generation-end-game-dissuading-vapes-detrimental-to-bat-msia/
https://themalaysianreserve.com/2022/06/03/vaping-as-means-to-quit-smoking-prevalent-in-malaysia/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/kantar/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/kantar/
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/07/815645/cap-not-supporting-anti-tobacco-law-gambling-lives?topicID=1&articleID=815645
https://codeblue.galencentre.org/2022/07/22/wong-chen-counters-every-argument-against-generational-smoking-ban/

